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~ ESCF&G’E THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Limberlost Cabin, completed in 1895, is a 14 room (including entrance
p hall and attic), two-story, log structure facing north on East 6th Street
[

=

in Geneva, Indisna. The exterior of the house is built of Wisconsin white
cedar logs, stained in their natural color. The logs were mitered at the
corners and chinked with cement., The upper story and roof is surfaced with
redwood shingles stained the same color as the logs. The north and the
north half of the east walls of the house are fronted with a one-story, L-
shaped porch with a vertical, solid-log railing and log pillars. At the
southeast corner of the home is a gazebo-like porch with a verticle, solid
log railing and one story log pillars. The house has a modified mansard
roof.,

The front entrance of the homz is located at the west end of the north
wall and is reached by crossing the L-shaped porch. The front door opens
into a narrow entrance hall paneled in quarter-sawed oak. To the west of
the entrance hall is the stalryay leading to the second floor. The dining
room is at the south end of the entrance hall, and the library is to the
east of the entrance hall,

The library 20'x14' has a large window in the north wall and three small
windows in the east wall. here is a fireplace in the south wall with doors
on either side. Above the fireplace, along the entire west wall, and betwee
all vindows on the north and east walls are bullt-in bookcases of oak. The
room is paneled in quarter-sawed ozk. The door to the west of the library
leads to the dining room. The door to the east of the fireplace leads to
the music room.

The dining room 21'x14' has wainscoting of quarter-sawed oak and plaster
moldings of a native plant called "Solomon's Seal" on the ceiling. There
is a fireplace with a three~cornered cupboard of czk above it in the north-

east corner of the room.

There are also built-in oak cabinets along the

south wall and in the northwest corner of the dining room.

The conservatory

6'x10', whose principal feature is a large bay window, can be reached by
double French doors at the west end of the dining room. A doorway in the
south wall of the dining room leads to a back hallway, and a doorvray in the
east wall leads to the music room.

A music room 20'x18' has plasterwslnscoting and ornate plaster moldings
of musical instruments along the top of the walls and on the ceiling. There
is a fireplace in the northwest corner; a doorway to the library in the
north wall; a large window in the east wall; and two doorways in the south

‘wall,

There are sliding oak doors between the entrance hall, library, dining.
room, and mucic room,

The doorway at the east end of the music room's south wall leads to a
bedroom 14'x10'. This room has a fireplace in the southwest corner; a
window in the east wall; and a windcow and door to the outside in the south
wall., The outside door leads to the.gazcbo-like porch.

The doorway at the east end of the music room's south wall leads to
another bedroom 13' x 11'. This rocm has a fireplace in the southwest
corner; two windows in the south wall; znd a door leading to the back hall
in the west wall.

The back hallway leads to the back stairway; a kitchen 13" x 12" in the
southwest corner of the house; and a bathroom 10' x 7' to the east of the

L_kitchen- The bathroom and kitchen both have built-in oak cabinets and oak

wainscoting.
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DESCRIPTION - Continued

The front stairway of the Limberlost Cabin is made of solid oak, and the
-stairwell is paneled in quarter-sawed oak. At the top of the stairwvay 1is a
small hallway running north and south. The east wall of the hallway has a

small alcove with a plaster molded female figure in the wall.

There are four bedrooms upstairs. The southwest 21' x 16' and northeast
13" x 11' bedrooms have fireplaces. The southeast and northwest bedrooms
have dimensions of 16' x 11' and 13' x 11' respectively.

The back stairway leads to a small hall at the south corner of the house.
This hall is a door to the attic and a door to the southeastern bedroom.

All six bedrooms in the house have plaster walls and oak woodwork. All the
floors in the house are oak. The house was originally lighted by gas and
heated by gas burners ih the fireplaces.

Mrs. Porter, the designer and original occupant of the home, moved
Limberlost Cabin in 1914, 1In the years following Mrs. Porter's departure
several minor alterations were made to the house. Most of the original gas
lighting fixtures remain, although they have been converted to electricity.
Central heating was added and running water was installed in the kitchen and
bathroom. None of the original -plumbing fixtures remain in the kitchen, but
the bathroom still has the original bathtub and marble sink. The important
features of the house remain as designed by Mrs. Porter.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Gene Stratton Porter was Indiana's most widely-read woman author. She
wrote twelve novels, seven nature books, a book for children, two books
of poetry, one book of essays, and numerous magazine articles for OUTING,
Century, Ladies Home Journal, McCalls, and Good Housekeeping. Mrs. Porter
is estimated to have had fifty million readers, and hC" works were
translated into seven foreign 1umguagos and braille, hree of her novels,
Girl of the Limberlost, Michael 0'lialloron, and Thd Horvester were made
into motion pictures and were great box-office successes. Mrs. Porter
was also a noted naturalist, photographer, and illustrator.

In 1895 Mrs. Porter, then 32 years old, her husband, Charles, and her
daughter, Jeannette, moved inot their new home which they called "Limberlost
Cabin'" after the great Limberlost Swamp which stretched for many miles just
south of their home. Local residents had named this area "Limberlost"
after an early surveyor of the area, "Limber Jim" Corbus, who reputedly
was lost in the quicksand of the swamp.

Limberlost Cabin was a fourteen=room log structure designed by
Mrs. Porter to be elegant while still blending with its magnificent natural
surroundings. Very few log homes were built during this period which could
match the Limberlost Cabin for either size or elegance It is certainly
both one of the largest and most elegant log homes of thls period still
remaining in Indiana. e9

Living as they did on the fringe of the Limberlost swamp, Gene Porter
soon found herself fascinated with the wide variety of unusual flora and’
fauna of the area, and she became a serious student of the local wildlife

and wildflowers. In the course of her studics she becamz proficient in
producing extremely accurate watercolor illustrations of plants, animals,
and insects She also becamz interested in photography as a means of
depicting the natural state in its true form. She soon mastered photo-
graphy so completely that the manufacturer of the photographic print paver
used by Mrs. Porter sent a representative to ascertain how she was able

to get such exceptional results with thelr brand of papar.

During her first several years at Limberlost Mrs. Porter wrote, photo-
graphed, and illustrated several magazine articles on nature studles.

In 1903 her first book, Sone of the Cardinal was published. This was a
fictional work, but was interwoven with fact and contained many of her
nature photographs and water-color illustrations.

From 1903 to 1913 lMrs. Porter published five more novels: Freckles 1904
At the Foot of the Rainbow 1907, A Girl of tha Limberlost 1909, The |
Harvester 1911, and Laddie 1913. While living at Limberlost she also !

Continued
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SIGNIFICANCE - Continued

published five books of Nature Studies: What I Have Done With Birds 1907,
Birds of the Bible 1909, Music of the Wild 1910, and Moths of the Limberlost
1912,

Virtually all of the fiction written by Mrs. Porter was interwoven with
facts about nature, and many of the characters depicted in her novels were
actually composites of several of her real life acquaintances. Since
Mrs. Porter wrote of the lives and locales that were familiar to her,
visitors to her Limberlost home can still see many of the places described
in her novels. These include the "Dream Girl's Porch", "Freckles Window",
"The Harvester's Fireplace", and "Dream Girl's Room".

By 1913 the magnificent Limberlost Swamp had been drained and Gene Stratton
Porter sought another site for her home and work. In 1914 Mrs. Porter, now
a world-famous auther, moved from Limberlost to her new home on Sylvan Lake
near Rome City, Indiana. Here she wrote 3 novels, one book of nature studies,
and a children's book. 1In 1920 she left Indiana permanently and moved to
California for reasons of health. She continued to write in California until
her death in 1924,

Limberlost Cabin was presented to the State of Indiana in 1947 by the
Limberlost Conservation Association of Geneva. It has been maintained by the
state as "Limberlost State Memorial" since 1947.
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